AUSTRALIA

887

OvcriimJ Tetcjnph (aid In
1872 between Port Darwin and
Adelaide

AUSTRALIA SINCE 1788
Dates show foundation of each colony. Desert areas are shaded.

would good-class settlers willingly go to a country which
had been given such a disagreeable reputation through the
convict settlements.
Also, during the early years of settlement, it was not at all
clear for what Australia was best fitted, as the climate and
lack of labour made arable cultivation impracticable.    In snecp
1797, Captain Macarthur, one of the officers of the British farmin8
garrison, had imported to Australia some sheep from the
Cape. These were merino sheep, originally sent by the King